February 5, 2021

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E111

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
BURN AWARENESS WEEK RESO-
LUTION

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of National
Burn Awareness Week and the incredible
work that the American Burn Association is
doing to promote burn awareness, treatment,
rehabilitation, research and prevention.

About 400,000 people are treated for burn
injuries every year. Today, thanks to medical
advances and greater education and aware-
ness, almost 97 percent of those who suffer a
burn injury survive. However, many are left se-
riously scarred or with life-long physical dis-
abilities. That's why the American Burn Asso-
ciation launched National Burn Awareness
Week to spread awareness about the serious-
ness of burn injuries and the steps each of us
can take to prevent them.

The theme of this year's National Burn
Awareness Week is electrical safety. Here are
a few tips that can keep you and your family
safe. First, always plug major appliances di-
rectly into a wall socket instead of using ex-
tension cords or power strips and always
check cords for cracked or frayed sockets,
loose or bare wire and loose connections be-
fore use. This is especially important around
water, as electric current from a dock or mari-
na’s power supply can cause nearby swim-
mers to become incapacitated and drown due
to electric shock. In addition, never keep bat-
teries in your pocket because they can short
circuit when the positive and negative ends
come into contact, either directly with each
other or indirectly through other metal objects.

Madam Speaker, we can prevent burn inju-
ries by taking simple, commonsense preven-
tive measures. It is therefore fitting and proper
that this Congress designates the week of
February 7-13, 2021 as National Burn Aware-
ness Week.

RECOGNIZING SAMUEL HOWARD
ON BEING NAMED THE 2021
YOUTH MALE CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR BY THE LAPEER AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Samuel Howard on being named
the 2021 Youth Male Citizen of the Year by
the Lapeer Area Chamber of Commerce.
Samuel is a founding member of the Lapeer
Youth Council and the Lapeer City Super-
heroes. He was also involved with the LINKS
peer-to-peer mentoring and support program

for students on the Autism spectrum, as well
as a volunteer for the Forever Friends Autism
Resource Center bottle drive fundraiser, the
annual Salvation Army Red Kettle bell ringing
fundraiser, and the Lapeer High School Angel
Closet cleanout. Through all this Samuel has
been able to maintain a 4.2 GPA, ranking him
7th in his class. | thank Samuel for his tireless
dedication and selfless service to the Lapeer
Community.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. JOSEPH H.
NEELY, JR. AS THE OKALOOSA
COUNTY, FLORID EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL OF
THE YEAR

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Joseph H. Neely, Jr. as the
Okaloosa County Educational Support Profes-
sional of the Year. For eighteen years Mr.
Neely has served the Okaloosa County School
District with exceptional passion and an un-
wavering commitment to serving others.

In Northwest Florida, we are fortunate to
have some of the best teachers in the Nation.
It is recognized that the position of custodian
can be difficult—but also rewarding. Mr. Neely
has performed his many duties without hesi-
tation, while always providing a friendly smile
for everyone he encounters.

Mr. Neely is revered by his Principal and
colleagues for his strong work ethic and com-
passion. He selflessly considers the needs of
both students and staff because of the im-
mense pride he has for his school.

His support and outreach extend far beyond
the hearts and minds of his own students dur-
ing school hours through his willingness to
help wherever assistance is needed. Mr.
Neely has displayed dedicated teamwork by
coordinating the cleanup of events. He is also
the head football and baseball coach at Meigs
Middle School, teaching the importance of
sportsmanship to his students. | commend him
for his steadfast willingness to serve as an ex-
ample for those who matter most—the stu-
dents and youth of our Nation.

For all of his admirable contributions to our
community, | am truly proud to have Mr. Neely
as a constituent in Florida’s First Congres-
sional District.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am privileged to recognize
Mr. Joseph H. Neely, Jr. for his many accom-
plishments, and his commitment to excellence,
professionalism, innovation, and collaboration
in the Okaloosa County School District. | thank
him for his service and wish him all the best
for his continued success.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. SAMUEL
MOON

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today, on the occasion of the Lunar New
Year, to recognize and congratulate Mr. Sam-
uel Moon on his impressive tenure as Presi-
dent of the Sam Moon Group. Mr. Samuel
Moon’s keen business acumen has played a
critical role in the development of the Texas
retail sector over the last few decades.

Mr. Samuel Moon followed in the footsteps
of his father and joined their family franchise,
the Sam Moon Group, in 1984. Under his
leadership and creative direction, the Sam
Moon Group flourished in the state of Texas,
expanding its horizons beyond the retail line.
Now, as President of the company, Mr. Sam-
uel Moon’s duties are diverse. They include
the management of the real estate and retail
development, overseeing the design and de-
velopment of new hotels and shopping cen-
ters, and the operations of the Sam Moon
Trading Co. stores, among others.

Mr. Samuel Moon is a graduate of North
Texas University and currently resides in Dal-
las, Texas with his wife Sandra.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to honor Mr.
Samuel Moon today, and | wish him good for-
tune and happiness in the New Year.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MARK
GRAZIADIO FOR HIS LIFETIME
OF SERVICE TO NORTHEASTERN
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize former Wayne County
Commissioner Mark Graziadio for his lifetime
of service to his fellow citizens. Mark was en-
joying his well-deserved retirement with his
wife of 46 years, Susan Jayne Bunnell
Graziadio, in Cape Coral, Florida when he un-
expectedly passed away on January 18, 2021.

Mark was born in Hancock, New York to
Rita Laverne Fisher Graziadio and Vincent Se-
bastian Graziadio on July 6, 1953. He at-
tended Catholic schools in Hancock, New
York and Honesdale, Pennsylvania before
graduating from Scranton Preparatory School
in 1971. He received his Bachelor of Science
degree in accounting from the University of
Scranton in 1977.

Mark began his professional career at Giant
Markets. During his time at the market from
1971 to 1986, he held many positions that
were integral to store operations, including
clerk, night shift manager, third man, and as-
sistant manager. As point of sale coordinator,
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he installed and trained employees on the use
of the first scanning registers in Northeastern
Pennsylvania.

In 1983, Mark joined the Honesdale Na-
tional Bank (HNB), and in 2018, he retired as
vice president and marketing director. At HNB,
he launched a marketing strategy that used
radio ads to promote community events. He
used the banking acumen he acquired at HNB
to teach banking courses at local colleges and
at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Bucknell Uni-
versity in Lewisburg, and Penn State in State
College through the Pennsylvania Bankers As-
sociation. He also spoke at businesses and
nonprofits on a variety of topics, including cus-
tomer service, team building, and marketing.

Mark was interested in politics. He actively
engaged with the political process by serving
on committees on the local and state levels
and ran for local office in Honesdale and
Wayne County. In 1999, he ran a successful
campaign for Wayne County Commissioner
and served from 2000 to 2003.

Mark was dedicated to his local community
and sought to give back to his friends and
neighbors by devoting his time to local charity
organizations and advocacy groups. He
served as the president of the Wayne County
Habitat for Humanity; an officer, board mem-
ber, and member of the Executive Committee
for the NEPA Alliance; a member of the
Honesdale Jaycees; a youth basketball coach
and champion Little League coach; chairman
of the Wayne County Big Brothers/Big Sisters;
and president of the Scranton Chapter of the
American Institute of Banking (AIB). For his ef-
forts, Mark received many awards and rec-
ognitions, including Jaycee of the Year and
the Wayne County Chamber's Community
Service Award.

| am humbled to honor the life of this true
public servant. Mark was steadfast in his de-
termination to give back to this community and
generous with his time and energy, and he
had a sense of humor that delighted all who
had the privilege of knowing him. Mark will be
greatly missed, but his legacy will live on for
generations.

HONORING THE CAREER AND
SERVICE OF DANIEL FRENCH

HON. WARREN DAVIDSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize a valued, longtime resident in the
Eighth District of Ohio, Daniel French. This
year, Dan achieves an impressive milestone of
50 years of service at French Qil Mill Machin-
ery Company in Piqua.

This manufacturing company has been a
staple in Miami County for 121 years. It was
founded by Dan’s grandfather. From being a
machine tool operator to eventually president,
chairman, and CEO, for half a century, Dan’s
efforts have improved the lives of employees,
colleagues, neighbors, and fellow Ohioans.

The enterprise has experienced great suc-
cess under Dan’s stewardship. Every expan-
sion and hiring campaign has blessed the City
of Piqua with jobs and commercial investment.
His business expertise is renowned by his
peers, who have benefited from his service in
various industry organizations, including the
Ohio Manufacturers’ Association.
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Professional accolades aside, countless
Piqua and Miami County nonprofits and com-
munity groups have been recipients of Dan’s
time, leadership, and philanthropic support.
Further, a grateful nation thanks Colonel
French for his 28 years of combined honor-
able service in the United States Air Force
and Air Force Reserve-including service in
Vietnam.

Southwest Ohio is a better place thanks to
people like Dan French, his wife Margaret,
and their family. Congratulations on an im-
pressive 50 years of service at French Qil Mill
Machinery Company.

———

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE
PRINCIPLES OF NON-VIOLENCE
PRACTICED BY MAHATMA GAN-
DHI

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the principles of
non-violence practiced by Mahatma Gandhi in
light of recent vandalism of a Gandhi statue in
Davis, California.

As we continue to debate and settle our dif-
ferences, we must continue to embody the
principles of Gandhi, who not only brought
independence to his own people, but inspired
generations of civil rights activists, including
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. Violence
and vandalism are never the answer and | call
on all my colleagues to join me in condemning
the desecration of the Gandhi Statue of
Peace.

——————

RECOGNIZING RAMSAY CORONADO
ON BEING NAMED THE 2021
ADULT CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
BY THE LAPEER AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Ramsay Coronado on being named
the 2021 Adult Citizen of the Year by the
Lapeer Area Chamber of Commerce. Ramsay
has volunteered his time at the food pantry at
Immaculate Conception church, the Church of
Christ, Good Samaritans, Habitat Restore,
Love INC, Families Helping Families, and the
Lapeer Interfaith Community Association. |
thank Ramsay for his tireless dedication and
selfless service to the Lapeer community.

————————

IN MEMORY OF MR. HENRY LEE
JACKSON, SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 5, 2021
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it

is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that | rise today, to pay tribute to a
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man of God, respected public servant, and en-
trepreneur, Mr. Henry Lee Jackson, Sr. Sadly,
Mr. Jackson transitioned from labor to reward
on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at the age of
91. His funeral service will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, February 6, 2021 at Floral Me-
morial Gardens in Albany, Georgia.

A native son of Albany, Georgia, Henry
Jackson, Sr. answered the call to serve his
nation at the age of 17, when he joined the
United States Marine Corps. He served our
nation honorably among the ranks of the first
black Marines, known as the Montford Point
Marines because they received basic training
at the segregated Montford Point Base adja-
cent to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. This
historic troop went on to fight in the gruesome
Battle of Peleliu in Japan during World War II.
More than 50 years later, he and all of the
Montford Point Marines, the first African-Amer-
icans allowed to serve in the Marine Corps,
were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal
by President Barack Obama recognizing their
personal sacrifice and service to their country
during World War II.

Yet, Madam Speaker, Mr. Jackson’s pro-
found service did not stop there. He went on
to fight in the Korean war, and upon returning
home and finishing his education, he enlisted
in the United States Air Force (USAF), where
he served for 24 years before retiring as a
Master Sergeant. After his retirement from
USAF, Mr. Jackson served as the Chief of Air-
port Security at the Southwest Georgia Re-
gional Airport for several years before retiring
and dedicating his time to his businesses. He
was the owner of Jackson Income Tax Service
and a lawn service.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” Henry Lee Jackson, Sr. is one
such great soul, who served humanity in a
special way. He devoted decades of service to
fighting for the freedoms of others. He was an
honorable human being who loved deeply
and, in return, was deeply loved. His impres-
sion on this earth extends beyond himself to
the very wellbeing of his beloved city, state,
and nation, and for it, he will be remembered
for time to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than
730,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, in honoring the life and legacy
of Mr. Henry Lee Jackson, Sr. for his remark-
able service to humankind. Moreover, we ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to Mr. Jackson’s
family, friends, loved ones, and all who grieve
during this difficult time of bereavement. We
pray that they will be consoled and comforted
by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
weeks, months, and years ahead.

———

HONORING LARRY WINUM AS
IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Larry Winum, community banker and

President of the Mills County Economic Devel-
opment Foundation in Glenwood, lowa. Larry’s
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outstanding service to his neighbors and fel-
low lowans during some of the most chal-
lenging times in the last 18 months is why |
recognize him as my lowan of the Week.

lowans in Mills and Freemont counties had
not only a tough 2020, but a difficult 2019.
Massive flooding hit these two counties in
early 2019 and devastated communities like
Pacific Junction. And of course, in 2020, every
community has suffered the economic impacts
of COVID-19. Many families lost their busi-
nesses, their homes, and their jobs. Just as
many folks were getting back on their feet
from the floods, they were knocked down
again by the virus. That's where Larry comes
in.

Larry has over 30 years of experience work-
ing at the Glenwood State Bank, so he’s seen
a lot. He helped many of our family, friends,
and neighbors during the 2008 economic re-
cession, helped to bring new economic devel-
opment to Southwest lowa, and was instru-
mental in building a new commerce highway
to southwest lowa. Madam Speaker, the truth
is | could go on and on about Larry’s accom-
plishments. Frankly, | don't know of a busi-
ness or good cause in Southwest lowa Larry
hasn’t been a part of. Therefore, you know
how difficult the last two years have been
when even he admits it's been hard on every-
one.

Larry has been right there to help us rebuild
time and time again. Not only did the Glen-
wood Bank and Larry help over 150 cus-
tomers in need of assistance during the pan-
demic, resulting in over $9.5 million in assist-
ance for businesses impacted by COVID-19,
they also hosted a water distribution location
for those who lost everything in the 2019
floods. “It's not hard to do because it's the
right thing to do” he said, because those are
the values Larry lives by. Larry and | saw
each other as we toured the devastating flood-
ing, both of us offering as much support and
assistance as we could. As | fought in Con-
gress to help bring relief faster to lowa, Larry
worked to distribute that assistance, answer
questions, and right now he’s working to help
build new, affordable housing which is sorely
needed.

As a part of the family owned bank that has
been in business for 120 years, Larry doesn’t
see his work as anything extraordinary. He’s
proud of his friends and neighbors who pulled
together “like a family”, he feels, saying that
“everyone just rallies around each other in dif-
ficult times.” | will point out that working nearly
24 hours a day, seven days a week to help
businesses apply for and receive essential
PPP loans to keep them in business is Larry
going above and beyond. Larry feels that his
work was just one small part of helping our
communities. He credits his coworkers, local
leaders, local businesses, and small-town val-
ues of lowans for helping raise money, deliver
meals, offer donations, and so much more.
Larry, like any lowan, can’t imagine not help-
ing when his community is in need and that's
exactly why | want to honor Larry as lowan of
the Week.
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REPUBLICANS, IF THIS ISN'T
IMPEACHABLE, WHAT IS?

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to include in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD an opinion-editorial piece written by
two of my good friends and colleagues,
Former Representatives Barbara Comstock of
Virginia and Charles Boustany of Louisiana,
which was printed in Roll Call on February 4,
2021.

On Jan. 6, 2021, at 2:24 p.m., an angry Don-
ald Trump tweeted: ‘“‘Mike Pence didn’t have
the courage to do what should have been
done to protect our country and our Con-
stitution . . .”

At that very moment, Vice President
Pence and his family were hiding from a vio-
lent mob at the Capitol, having been whisked
out of the Senate chamber where he had been
conducting his constitutional duty of certi-
fying the election.

Over the course of the afternoon, the
crowds shouted ‘‘Hang Mike Pence,” ‘‘Presi-
dent Trump sent us,” ‘“‘Traitors,” ‘‘Nancy
Pelosi, we’re coming for you’” and other
frightening and direct threats to members of
Congress. This violent insurrection cul-
minated in five deaths, including a Capitol
Police officer, and 140 other officers were in-
jured protecting members. During this time,
the president and his attorney called at least
one senator to ask him to delay the count
further.

““The mob was fed lies. They were provoked
by the president and other powerful people,’’
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell
said. At a rally near the White House that
morning, Trump spoke apocalyptically,
warning, “If you don’t fight like hell, you
aren’t going to have a country anymore.”’
Trump lied that he had won in a ‘‘landslide.”
He had to know this was a lie because his
pollster had already issued a lengthy report
detailing why he lost. Donald Trump Jr.
wildly shouted at the rally, ‘“We are coming
after you,” directed at members of Congress
who were doing their constitutional duty of
certifying the election.

Many of those arrested at the Capitol
echoed Donald Trump and his lies. They said,
‘“We were invited here by the president of
the United States.” Rioters included mem-
bers of the Proud Boys, QAnon conspiracy
theorists and white nationalists who ripped
off the helmets of officers, beat them with
batons and flagpoles, and hurled racial epi-
thets at our Capitol Police. Some came with
zip ties, presumably to take hostages. At the
end of the day, Trump recorded a video mes-
sage, saying to those who stormed the Cap-
itol, ““You’re very special. . . . We love you.”

In the months and days leading to Jan. 6,
these election fraud lies that Trump whipped
up the crowd with had been rejected across
the board:

By dozens of conservative judges in over 60
court cases who said they were ‘‘without
merit’”’ and ‘‘not credible.”

By Attorney General William Barr who
said, ‘““We have not seen fraud on a scale that
could have effected a different outcome,”
and reportedly called the claims of the presi-
dent’s lawyer ‘‘bulls---.”’

By Republican state election officials in
Georgia, whom the president Dbelligerently
attacked and asked to “find” him more
votes.

By his own White House counsel’s office.

Nevertheless, Donald Trump persisted.
Even after the worst of the siege was visible
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for the world to see, he tweeted, ‘‘These are
the things and events that happen when a sa-
cred landslide election victory is so
unceremoniously & viciously stripped away
from great patriots who have been badly and
unfairly treated for so long.”

We Republicans cannot avert our eyes from
these violent realities. Some say we must
move on. But it is clear that Trump and his
mob still aren’t moving on. Trump, his fam-
ily and supporters continue to threaten po-
litical revenge and have shown no remorse
for their actions. Angry Trump supporters
continue to make dangerous threats.

“If this isn’t impeachable, what is?”’ has
been the question asked even by friends of
Trump, such as former New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie. Such blatant anti-constitu-
tional, anti-democratic actions by a presi-
dent and the violence he inspired against a
coequal branch of government cannot go
unpunished. They were unprecedented.

The president attempted to use his execu-
tive power to direct Vice President Mike
Pence, Attorney General William Barr and
other Republican officials to pursue anti-
constitutional actions on his behalf.

As for whether a trial can be held after the
president has left office, retired federal ap-
peals court Judge Michael McConnell, a con-
servative, has pointed out that impeachment
in the House occurred while the president
was still in office, so that point is moot. Ar-
ticle 1, Section 3, Clause 6 of the Constitu-
tion states: ‘“The Senate shall have the sole
Power to try all Impeachments.”” According
to Judge McConnell, a trial is not limited to
“sitting officers.” If it was, there would be
no consequence to a president who engaged
in impeachable conduct at the end of his
term,

The Senate must convict Donald Trump
and keep him from holding office ever again.
This is not a close call. Trump refused to ac-
cept the results of an election. He ignored
the courts and even attacked the Supreme
Court with three of his own appointees. He
incited a mob to stop the certification of the
election in Congress. And he tried to ille-
gally overturn an election in violation of his
oath to uphold the law.

Already the House impeachment has been
the most bipartisan impeachment in history.
Republicans must stand up to police our
own. If Republicans continue to excuse
Trump’s lies and actions that they know are
among the worst in history by a president,
they will only further divide, not just our
own party, but the entire country.

Barbara Comstock represented Virginia’s
10th District as a Republican from 2015 to
2019.

Charles Boustany Jr. represented Lou-
isiana in the House as a Republican from 2005
to 2017. He serves as president of the Associa-
tion of Former Members of Congress.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CARROLL
MAXWELL

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, | rise
to recognize and celebrate the life of Carroll
Homer Maxwell, Jr.

Born to Virginia and Carroll Homer, Sr. on
May 29, 1928, in Wichita Falls, Texas, Carroll
would later relocate to Dallas where he would
attend Highland Park High School. Mr. Max-
well would later attend Texas A&M University
where he would foster a lifelong love of the
Aggies.
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Ever the entrepreneur, Carroll would estab-
lish several businesses including an apartment
and home development in Richardson, Texas,
a transistor radio factory, a local television sta-
tion, and a Central Systems among others.

Mr. Maxwell was particularly known for his
commitment to service as evidenced by his
long-time membership and involvement with
First United Methodist Church of McKinney.
Additional efforts to serve those around him
included membership in the McKinney Kiwanis
Club, Sons of the American Revolution, Collin
County Foster Friends, participation as a
Court Appointed Special Advocate for Collin
County, and as an active figure in conserv-
ative politics.

Mr. Maxwell’s impressive list of awards and
accolades are a testament to the high esteem
the community held him in. Carroll went home
to our Lord on December 26, 2020 where he
was reunited with a host of those he had
loved in life most notably, his wife, Marilyn
Maxwell.

While many in Collin County will miss his
steadfast presence and servant leadership,
those who knew him best celebrate a life well
lived. Now as we recognize Mr. Carroll Max-
well, Jr., | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join me in honoring his rich
life and legacy.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD
BIEDER

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to honor the
life of the late Richard Bieder of Stamford,
Connecticut, who sadly passed on January 16,
2021. Richard was a giant in the Connecticut
trial bar, who handled high profile cases for
decades, always on the side of “the little guy”,
usually up against large institutional adver-
saries.

Richard’s rise to prominence as a litigator
was meteoric. Like all the greats in his profes-
sion he was quick on his feet, possessed a
sharp wit and had a relentless commitment to
preparation regarding the facts and the law in
every case. Richard received a bachelors from
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School
of Finance in 1962. Armed with that degree he
entered New York University’s School of Law,
graduating in 1965 at the age of 25. He joined
the US Navy and was stationed in the Phil-
ippines as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy
Judge Advocate General Corps, which imme-
diately got him started in the courtroom where
he thrived.

In 1968, he returned from his service in the
military to his native state of Connecticut,
launching his 40- year journey as a top-notch
trial lawyer. Within a year of his return, he
joined a law firm headed by another icon in
the legal profession Mr. Theodore Koskoff.
Richard discovered a mentor in Ted from the
outset, as he deeply aligned with his associ-
ate’s passion for civil rights, fairness and the
American system of trial by jury. After just
three short years, Richard permanently sealed
his commitment to the firm, joining as a senior
partner and re-establishing it under the name
of Koskoff, Koskoff and Bieder. After experi-
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encing the loss of Ted Koskoff in 1989, Rich-
ard continued his work as senior partner
alongside Ted’s son, Michael Koskoff, who
was a kindred spirit advocating difficult, and
sometimes controversial cases that many
other lawyers would shy away from.

The firm’s high-quality work attracted many
associates and clients, allowing Richard the
freedom in the latter half of his career to per-
form a great deal of pro bono representation,
oftentimes as an advocate for the most vulner-
able in our communities. Whether it was a
class action suit in the aftermath of a state or
national disaster, a battle against a powerful
institution, or the co-founding of an organiza-
tion to provide pro bona representation of chil-
dren under custody of the Department of Chil-
dren and Families—using the law to promote
a just society was his passion.

Richard Bieder's direct impact upon the
lives of others and the institution of lawyering
cannot be understated. After 9/11, Richard re-
sponded by helping to organize a nationwide
network of lawyers and create Trial Lawyers
Care (TLC), which is believed to be the largest
pro bona legal program in the history of the
U.S. Under his stewardship as President, TLC
assisted families eligible to file claims under
the September 11th Victim Compensation
Fund. Meanwhile, between 2001 and 2009,
Richard was appointed by a U.S. District Court
Judge to oversee ongoing suites between the
City of Hartford and its minority population on
a range of issues.

Richard took his experience from the senior
Kirkoff to heart, always generously mentoring
fellow lawyers. As former President of the
Connecticut Trial Lawyers and National Board
of Trial Advocacy as well as a member of
countless lawyers’ organizations, he frequently
lectured these groups on the responsibility that
all lawyers have to give back to their commu-
nity. Such service and leadership resulted in
the bestowment of countless awards and ac-
colades throughout his career.

Madam Speaker, it is difficult to encapsulate
the enormity of Richard Bieder’s life. | had the
privilege of knowing him, both as an attorney
when | practiced law in Connecticut for 27
years, and as a member of United States
Congress, for whom Richard was always a
great source of encouragement and pas-
sionate advice about the need to keep our civil
justice system open and accessible to all
Americans. Richard leaves a loving family be-
hind him, particularly his son Erik, his daugh-
ter Julie his grandchildren and great grand-
children and his law partners, associates and
staff who were a huge part of his life. His wife
Bonnie who was his partner in his amazing
life, predeceased him not long ago. Madam
Speaker, | ask that this body please join me
in expressing our deepest condolences to their
family and friends in their passing. In many re-
spects, their lives are an example of, “Taking
The Road Less Travelled” that should serve
as an inspiration to us all.
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RECOGNIZING RAEVEN PERISO ON
BEING NAMED THE 2021 JUNIOR
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR BY THE
CASS CITY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Raeven Periso on being named the
2021 Junior Citizen of the Year by the Cass
City Chamber of Commerce. Raeven has vol-
unteered at Northwood Meadows for ban-
quets, the VFW Hall for Christmas in the Vil-
lage, and for many other activities. Raeven is
also the current Salutatorian and is preparing
to become a registered nurse. | thank Raeven
for the tireless dedication and selfless service
given to the Cass City community.

——————

SMITH SPECIAL ORDER ON MARCH
FOR LIFE

SPEECH OF

HON. DEBBIE LESKO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2021

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Speaker, 48 years
ago, the United States Supreme Court ruled
against basic human rights when they issued
the Roe v. Wade decision. Since this decision
to legalize abortion in all 50 states, over 62
million babies have been denied a chance at
life. My colleagues and | gather here today to
honor them and to affirm our determination to
protect the unborn.

The billion-dollar abortion industry has per-
vaded our communities and has attempted to
normalize the horrors of abortion in our soci-
ety. Abortion providers like Planned Parent-
hood call it “essential” and insist that it is
health care. Abortion is not health care. Abor-
tion procedures do not fight disease or heal a
sickness, they deliberately and brutally end
human life.

Abortion is one of the great stains on Amer-
ica’s culture and society. As a mother and a
grandmother, my resolve to fight for life has
only strengthened as | have served in Con-
gress. | am grateful that so many of my col-
leagues and constituents stand with me to
protect the unborn.

———

CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. JOHN W. ROSE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of February 7-14th being recognized
as Congenital Heart Disease Awareness
Week. Each year in the United States, more
than 40,000 babies are born with a congenital
heart defect. The medical community has
identified congenital heart defects as the lead-
ing cause of birth defect-related deaths. Cur-
rently, there is no cure for congenital heart de-
fects, and it is a lifelong disease requiring on-
going specialized care.
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Chance Bond, a ten-year-old boy that re-
sides in the Sixth District of Tennessee, was
born with hypoplastic left heart syndrome, or
HLHS. He had received three open heart sur-
geries by the age of two. He is now ten years
old and his mother, Amanda Bond, says that
he is still living his life to the fullest. | was
blessed to meet Chance last year when he
visited Washington, D.C. His courage and
bravery at such a young age is truly an inspi-
ration.

Fewer than 10 percent of adults with con-
genital heart disease are receiving the rec-
ommended care they need. Congenital Heart
Defect Awareness Week provides the oppor-
tunity for patients and families affected by this
condition to share their experiences and
knowledge, so that the general public may be
made aware of how this defect affects their
lives. | urge all of my colleagues to support
the recognition of February 7-14th as Con-
genital Heart Disease Awareness Week.

RECOGNIZING THE TEXAS NURSES
ASSOCIATION

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition for and in support of
the Texas Nurses Association during their
2021 Nurse Day at the Texas State Capitol.
Nurses from across my home state will gather
virtually to make their voices heard.

It is critical that the concerns of our front-
line essential workers are heard by policy-
makers at the local, state, and federal levels.
The timing could not be more apropos as our
nation is still faced with fighting the COVID-19
public health global crisis. As the first Reg-
istered Nurse elected to the Congress, | am
grateful that nurses across Texas are con-
vening today to support of one another. They
will learn about the health landscape in Texas,
meet with legislators, and discuss ways that
they can positively influence policy. It is es-
sential that nurses are supported by our poli-
cies and programs, and | look forward to con-
tinuing my work in the House of Representa-
tives to bring light to the needs of our medical
professionals in Texas and across the nation.

Prior to my time as a federal legislator, |
had first-hand knowledge of the hard work,
sacrifices, and expertise that nurses bring to
their work. Therefore, during these particularly
challenging times, we must provide nurses
with the adequate resources to meet the dan-
gerous demands of the nursing profession. My
commitment to recognizing their selfless con-
tributions to the medical field will always re-
main at the forefront of my work in the Con-
gress.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to rise in sup-
port of Texas nurses during the Texas Nurses
Association 2021 Nurses Day at the state
Capitol. | invite House colleagues to join me in
honoring the sacrifices and tireless work of
nurses in Texas and across these United
States.
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CONDEMNING THE BEHAVIOR OF
CONGRESSWOMAN MARJORIE
TAYLOR GREENE

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
condemn the behavior, comments, and beliefs
of Rep. MARJORIE TAYLOR GREENE of Georgia.

Rep. GREENE has stated or shown support
for a number of baseless conspiracy theories
and criminal actions against American elected
officials and institutions. Even before she rep-
resented the people of Georgia’s 14th District,
Rep. GREENE said or supported beliefs that 1)
House Speaker NANCY PELOSI should be shot,
2) the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001
did not happen, and 3) the shooting at a Park-
land, FL high school that killed 17 people was
staged.

Since Rep. GREENE has been elected to
Congress, she has continued her horrific, in-
cendiary and anti-American rhetoric and be-
havior. Rep. GREENE has encouraged and in-
cited the disgraceful attack on our nation’s
Capitol Building on January 6, 2021 as well as
acts of violence against former presidents of
the United States. She has posted on social
media a split-screen picture of herself with an
AR-15 automatic weapon on one side and
three female Members of Congress on the
other with the caption, “The Squad’s Worst
Nightmare.” No Member of Congress should
have to worry about being in pictures with an
AR-15 pointed at them. As a deliberative
body, we debate, and we disagree. But we do
not abide death threats of any sort.

Her attempted apology on the House floor
was just a disingenuous attempt at covering
her true beliefs. Never once did she address
the violent comments towards Democratic
Leadership that she made or agreed with.

The Republican leadership refused to pun-
ish Rep. GREENE for her statements and be-
havior. In fact, they thought it was a good idea
to put her on the House Education and Labor
Committee. For a Member of Congress to
claim that the Parkland tragedy is fake and
then be assigned to the Education Committee
is outrageous. It is a slap in the face to all the
families who lost children and loved ones dur-
ing that horrible day.

Never at any point has Rep. GREENE fully
recanted, repudiated nor apologized for any of
her statements and behavior. Every day she is
a sitting Member of Congress brings shame
and dishonor to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. Her actions are absolutely unaccept-
able and beneath the dignity of this body. |
strongly believe that Rep. GREENE poses a
continuous threat to the safety of several
Members of this body and the institutions that
have been the pride of America for more than
200 years.

That is why | voted for the removal of Rep.
MARJORIE TAYLOR GREENE from all committee
assignments and will further push for her re-
moval from Congress.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. JAY
SCOTT MYERS

HON. TONY GONZALES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the remark-
able life of the late Jay Scott Myers. A World
War Il veteran and longtime resident of
Carrizo Springs, Texas, Jay passed away on
Sunday, January 3, at the age of 99. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring his achieve-
ments and extending my condolences to his
loved ones.

Born to Cullie Scott and William S. Myers in
Houston on March 22, 1921, Jay graduated
from San Jacinto High School and enrolled in
the prestigious Harvard College in 1938. As
an undergraduate, he majored in economics
and participated in Naval ROTC until his grad-
uation in 1942. That same year, he was com-
missioned to the USS Mississippi in San Fran-
cisco and deployed as a gunnery officer to the
Pacific Ocean.

In 1944, Jay served valiantly in the Battle of
the Philippines, a major victory against Japa-
nese Imperial Forces. He was also scheduled
to take part in the invasion of Japan in the fall
of 1945, but the war came to a close with the
dropping of the atomic bomb.

Back home, Jay accomplished the goal of a
lifetime, and married the late Lucille White of
Carrizo Springs, a childhood neighbor to his
parent’s adjoining ranch. When Jay first met
Lucille at the age of eleven, he said to himself,
“That’s the girl I'm going to marry”, and more
than a decade later, he fulfilled that promise.

Joined in matrimony, the couple made a life
for themselves in Houston, where Jay worked
for his father's company, Myers-Spalti. While
living in Houston, the couple had three of their
four children: Barbara, Scott and Marilyn. In
1953, Jay thought that ranch life in a small
town sounded exciting, so the family moved to
Carrizo Springs in 1953 where they had their
fourth child, Beverly.

Over the rest of Jay’s life in Carrizo Springs,
he actively participated in his community’s
civic life. In 1953, he helped found the area’s
Lion’s Club, where he engaged in the scholar-
ship committee and helped youth develop
leadership skills. He also served as County
Judge from 1954 through 1958, served on the
Chamber of Commerce, and played an active
role in the American Legion, where he
oversaw the Homecoming Parade for 25
years.

Jay was also a member of numerous com-
missions, including the Hospital Board and Li-
brary Board. He was also appointed to the Un-
derground Water Conservation Board by
Texas Governor Dolph Briscoe. In 1976, Jay
was named Citizen of the Year, and he served
steadfastly as Republican County Chairman
for thirty years.

Madam Speaker, Jay’s accomplishments
are truly extraordinary, and his legacy will be
remembered for many years to come. | extend
my thoughts and prayers to his family and ask
all of my colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of Mr. Jay Scott Myers.
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RECOGNIZING KACIE CORNETT ON
BEING NAMED THE 2021 YOUTH
FEMALE CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
BY THE LAPEER AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize to Kacie Cornett on being named
the 2021 Youth Female Citizen of the Year by
the Lapeer Area Chamber of Commerce.
Kacie has logged 150 hours of volunteer work
already in this school year despite COVID re-
strictions. She is a volunteer at the Paradise
Animal Rescue, works with middle school girls
through the “Grow to Glow” program, partici-
pated in charity runs, and is a member of the
National Honor Society, Key Club, Art Club,
Photography Club, and the Drama Club.
Through all this she has been able to maintain
a 4.16 GP/A, ranking her 9th in her class. |
thank Kacie for her tireless dedication and
selfless service to the Lapeer Community.

———

RECOGNIZING JOE CULBERTSON

HON. YVETTE HERRELL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to acknowledge this year's winner of the
New Mexico Cattle Growers Association’s
Ayudando Siempre Alli award, Joe Culbertson.
Joe is a veteran of the United States Army
and a great New Mexican who has worked
tirelessly to better his community his entire
life.

No stranger to representing the community
around him, Joe has served as President and
Vice President of the Northeastern New Mex-
ico Livestock Association where he fought on
behalf of the livestock industry. Additionally,
he has served on the State Advisory Land
Committee, the New Mexico Cattle Growers
Water Committee, the Natural Resource Com-
mittee, and the county predator control board.
Additionally, Joe has been a county represent-
ative on the Eastern Plains Council of Govern-
ment, where he fought for rural issues.

Joe’s service to his community spans over
four decades. He helped start the local fire de-
partment in Rosebud in 1980 and has served
both on the board of directors and as Assist-
ant Fire Chief. He even helps on the ground
as an EMT-basic and ambulance driver.

Currently serving as president of W.O.
Culbertson & Sons, Inc., a family ranching
business with roots dating back all the way to
1915, Joe knows the importance and impact
that agriculture has on the community. He is
an avid supporter of Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) so future generations can continue
to contribute to their communities.

For his clear display of an attitude of service
before self, | congratulate Joe on earning this
well-deserved award.
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HONORING STEPHEN GALE

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Stephen Gale
upon his retirement as Senior District Rep-
resentative in my Santa Rosa office, and to
recognize his longtime commitment to his
community in Sonoma County.

Stephen knows the meaning of hard work.
From picking apricots in his teens to earning
the title of youngest Section Head at Hughes
Aircraft Company, Stephen has been known
as a humble, yet driven man. Not content with
this early success, he returned to school,
earning a Master’s in Business Administration
from the University of Southern California. Em-
barking on his second career, he found suc-
cess as Director of Strategic Investments at
Fair Isaac and founder of Wellspring Business
Development.

Stephen has always had a passion for pub-
lic service. Before joining my staff, he served
as the Board of Public Utilities Chair for Santa
Rosa, where he directed water distribution and
spearheaded projects to develop renewable
resources. He has also served as Business
Representative to the County Commission that
established the Sonoma-Marin Area Regional
Transportation system and as the founding
Chair of the North Bay Leadership Council. On
top of his official duties, he found time to orga-
nize a week-long business simulation to teach
entrepreneurial skills to high school students.
For this, the Sonoma County Board of Super-
visors awarded him a Gold Resolution in rec-
ognition of his leadership.

Stephen’s motivation to better our commu-
nity led him to developing a passion for poli-
tics. In 2008, he was chosen to serve as Chair
of the Sonoma County Democratic Party and
revitalized the organization. His innate ability
to bring together people of all political
leanings, from progressives to moderates,
helped him build a powerful Democratic coali-
tion that secured Democratic victories and
drove civic engagement. After the conclusion
of his second term as chair, he joined the
state party’s Rules committee, where he used
his expert knowledge of parliamentary proce-
dures to ensure efficient and productive party
activities.

For seven years, Stephen has served our
district well as the Senior District Representa-
tive in my Santa Rosa district office. As my
countywide liaison for Sonoma County, he has
worked to advance the interests of many im-
portant facets of the county, including agricul-
tural producers and labor. Additionally, he has
helped to lead the community through many
trials and tribulations, including the 2017
Tubbs fire and the Coronavirus pandemic. No-
tably, he was instrumental in advocating, both
on the local and federal level, for the creation
of the Veterans Village, which provided 14
homes for homeless veterans in Santa Rosa.

Madam Speaker, Stephen Gale has made
our community proud everyday through his
passion and commitment to Sonoma County.
It is therefore fitting and proper that we honor
him here today.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARGIE
AILEEN LITTLE RIGBY'S 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise to recognize the 90th birthday of my
dear friend Margie Aileen Little Rigby.

Margie was born in Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina, and moved to Richmond, Vir-
ginia, when she was seven years old. After
high school, Margie attended Trinity College in
Clearwater, FL where she met her adoring
husband, John William Rigby. Margie and
John married and moved to Smiths Station,
Alabama, where Margie still lives, surrounded
by the joys of her life—her two kids, four
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Margie and John married in Richmond in
1952, where they began their 65 years of min-
istry, inspiring others and helping to spread
God’s word, and ended their illustrious journey
in 2010 at Philadelphia Baptist Church in
Smiths Station, Alabama. John was diagnosed
with cancer a month later and battled the dis-
ease for seven years before being welcomed
in God’s arms in 2017.

Although Margie enjoyed being a school-
teacher, accountant and business owner, she
felt most at home as a minister’'s wife. She
taught children’s church, new members, class-
es and Sunday school to so many people. Her
spiritual gifts are teaching and writing, and she
was a wonderful pastor's wife to many church-
es.

What stands out most to many who know
Margie is her God-given ability to help many
in the ministry who needed the assistance in
navigating the challenges of being a pastor’s
wife. For many years, she taught others how
to minister to those who have lost loved ones,
who are going through tough times and how to
grow in their faith. Margie overcame difficult
times herself, raising her children for nine
years as John traveled the nation preaching
God’s word. Her exceptional children and lov-
ing family are a testament to her goodness
and resilience as a mother, and they would be
the first to call her a Hero.

Madam Speaker, please join me, and so
many adoring others, in celebrating Margie
Aileen Little Rigby’s 90th birthday.

RECOGNIZING THE LYNCHBURG
AREA VETERANS COUNCIL

HON. BEN CLINE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the selfless efforts of the Lynchburg
Area Veterans Council.

Come rain or shine, snow or sleet, nothing
stands in the way of this group gathering at
Monument Terrace in downtown Lynchburg
every Friday to honor and support our troops.

This weekly gathering began nearly 20
years ago following the attacks on September
11th as American soldiers were heading into
Afghanistan.

Since that time, the rallies have grown and
those who drive by honk in support—which
they say is the sound of freedom.
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Their dedication to this endeavor has been
unwavering, and last Friday | was proud to
join them as they marked the 1000th consecu-
tive week that folks have gathered at Monu-
ment Terrace to express their appreciation for
our servicemembers.

And while | applaud the Council on this in-
credible milestone, | would also like to thank
them for all of their work to get homeless vet-
erans off the streets and into housing.

The Lynchburg Area Veterans Council,
whose members consist of individuals who
have fought in every conflict for the past sev-
enty years, has done so much for our commu-
nity, and the Sixth District is forever grateful.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE
AND SERVICE OF CHIEF MASTER
SERGEANT RICHARD HALL

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Mr. Richard
Hall was one of the original Tuskegee Airmen,
the country’s first Black military aviators in the
U.S. Air Force.

Born in Georgia, Hall moved to Central Flor-
ida with his parents when he was five months
old. A graduate of Robert Hungerford Board-
ing School in Eatonville, Hall received a four-
year scholarship to Xavier University in New
Orleans, LA. He joined the Army Air Force Re-
serves, and in 1942 was sent to fight in World
War Il

Mr. Hall was among the first African Amer-
ican Chief Master Sergeants after integration
in 1949. He served his country for over three
decades and completed tours on four con-
tinents, including the Korean and Vietnam
wars.

In 2007, Mr. Hall, along with other Tuskegee
Airmen received the Congressional Gold
Medal from President George W. Bush. In
Central Florida, he was honored with a life-
sized sculpture that sits outside Hannibal Her-
itage Center.

Mr. Hall retired to Maitland in the 1980s and
continued to call Central Florida home until his
death on January 21, 2021.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID D.
MOON

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today, on the occasion of the Lunar New
Year, to recognize and congratulate Mr. David
D. Moon for his success as the Chairman and
Founder of the Sam Moon Group. Mr. David
Moon’s impressive career in the retail sector
has made an immeasurable contribution to the
Texas economy.

Mr. David Moon’s career began after his re-
location from South Korea to the United States
as a salesman for a wig manufacturing firm in
1971. A little more than ten years later, he fol-
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lowed through on his vision of building a fam-
ily business rooted in integrity and diligence
and established Sam Moon Trading, Inc. As
the success of this business grew, he contin-
ued to open new Sam Moon Trading Com-
pany locations, which now span the state of
Texas. Marked by their savvy ability to offer
desirable women’s fashion at low costs, Sam
Moon Trading Company quickly became a
household name. The Sam Moon Trading
Company has now expanded into the Sam
Moon Group, an enterprise of real estate de-
velopment, dining, retail, and entertainment.

In addition to his professional accomplish-
ments, Mr. David Moon has served on the
Board of Trustees for Dallas Baptist University
and received numerous accolades including a
Lifetime Achievement Award from Dallas
Asian-American Chamber of Commerce; a
Citizen’s Medal of Merit from the Government
of the Republic of Korea; and an Honorary
Doctor of Humanities from Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity.

Mr. David Moon has a degree from Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies and currently re-
sides in Las Colinas, Texas with his wife In
Sun Moon.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to recognize
the achievements of Mr. David Moon, and
wish him good fortune and happiness in the
New Year.

———

HONORING PATRICK FORD AS
IOWAN OF THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise before
the House to honor Mr. Patrick Ford, Doctor of
Physical Therapy and CoFounder and Presi-
dent of Project Onyx. Patrick, who lives in
Bondurant with his family, is an example of
how an individual can turn their words of want-
ing to make the world a better place into con-
crete actions that improve the lives of those in
our communities. Through the work of Project
Onyx, Patrick and fellow co-founder, Mr. Elijah
Muhammad, owner of Unorthodox Fitness,
work to “envision a community full of healthy,
active individuals who have equal access to
health and fitness services provided by di-
verse and culturally competent professionals”
and currently work with a group of 20 young
men from around Central lowa.

After the death of George Floyd in the sum-
mer of 2020, Patrick felt called to take action
within his community. Reflecting on his own
experiences as a biracial Black American, he
wanted to work to create a world that would
be more just for his daughter to grow up. In
June of 2020, he approached Elijah with the
idea to address underrepresentation and dis-
parities in health outcomes for Black, Indige-
nous and People of Color (BIPOC) and as a
result, ‘Project Onyx’ was created. He became
determined to work toward increasing rep-
resentation in the field of health and fitness
and encouraging young BIPOC to enter or ex-
plore a career within the health field; having
seen firsthand the racial disparities in access
to healthcare, fitness, and wellness programs
as a full-time physical therapist.
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The goal for 2021 is to expand program-
ming beyond the current location in Grimes
and allow young people from across Central
lowa to access Project Onyx and double the
current participation. In addition to health and
wellness services, Patrick’s vision for a youth
empowerment program came to fruition as a
program that blends a physical workout with
conversations and dialogue about community
issues. Project Onyx’s mentorship program
provides a launching pad for BIPOC youth
who are interested in careers in health and
wellness by giving them hands-on experience
and career guidance. In the future the partners
would like to work towards funding for scholar-
ship opportunities and additional ways to re-
duce barriers towards a career in health,
whether this be a certificate program or four-
year degree.

Patrick is keenly aware of the importance of
access to health and wellness programs and
understands the negative impact of the ab-
sence of these programs in communities of
color. Through Project Onyx, Patrick is using
his education and experiences to help remedy
this cultural inequity and serves as an exam-
ple to all of us of how we can make a dif-
ference in our communities. Having never pre-
viously felt compelled to take action or be an
activist he reevaluated his priorities and deter-
mined to make the world a better place for his
daughter to live.

| commend Patrick for beginning to address
the important work of breaking barriers and
creating an avenue for BIPOC to be brought
into the field of health and wellness. By pro-
viding this service to the community and ex-
panding the reach of Project Onyx many
young people from across Central lowa will be
given the opportunity to make our State more
inclusive and result in better outcomes for all
regardless of race. | thank Patrick, for his
service in our community.

———

RECOGNIZING JIM AND DEBRA
KRANZ ON BEING NAMED THE
2021 CITIZENS OF THE YEAR BY
THE CASS CITY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 5, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Jim and Debra Kranz on being
named the 2021 Citizens of the Year by the
Cass City Chamber of Commerce. Jim and
Debra Kranz were former longtime owners of
the Kranz Funeral Homes. In their free time,
Jim and Debra are highly engaged in their
community. Debra is a member of the Rotary
Club, and the former president of the Cass
City High School Band Boosters, as well as a
former member of both the Hills and Dales
General Hospital Board of Directors, and the
Cass City Women’s Club. Jim has been a
member of the Cass City Downtown Develop-
ment Authority and the Rotary Club. | thank
Jim and Debra for their tireless dedication and
selfless service to the Cass City Community.
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